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Zhang Wentian, a famous theorist of the Chinese Communist Party, had been a 
leader of the Central Committee of the party for quite a long time. He has established 
the idea of cooperation economy based on basic principles of historical materialism, 
which has not only guided the practice of his time with its abundant contents, 
distinct standpoint and strong ideological thought, but also has positive meaning to 
current practice. With the help of the works of himself which have published and the 
research achievements related, this essay attempts to do a deep，detailed and 
comprehensive research to his idea of cooperation economy. The article has done the 
research on the origin of Zhang Wentian’s thought about cooperation economy from 
both theoretical and practical perspective, and tries to make readers to recognize the 
inheritance and original of his thought through the comparison with the thoughts of 
cooperation economy of other characters; The article sums up the progress of Zhang 
Wentian’s thought about cooperation economy firstly and obtains a detailed and 
historical changes of the thought combined with the background of that time; The 
article also tries to get some valuable ideas for practice of cooperation economy in 
the contemporary era from the idea of truth in Zhang Wentian’s thought about 
cooperation economy. It is important to carry out this research. Firstly, it could 
provide us a deeper and more accurate image on Zhang Wentian, help us to reach a 
more subjective evaluation, and thus deepen the understanding to historic personages 
of the CCP. Secondly, it helps us to realize the historic development of Chinese 
cooperative economy in a more detailed way. Thirdly, it helps us to summarize the 
success and failures of cooperation economy and gain useful ideas to guide the 
present practice of cooperation economy.  
The article is divided into five parts, the first part is introduction, including 













Wentian’s thought about cooperation economy has been done in the second part; The 
third part of the paper is the historical progress of his thought, which is divided into 
the youth, the Soviet period, Yan’an period, northeast period and old age period; The 
fourth part described the ideological content of Zhang Wentian about the cooperation 
economy, including the performance about the principle of the interaction between 
productivity and production relations, the thought of agricultural collectivization, the 
relations needed to be dealed with in cooperative, the principles of establishment and 
operating management about cooperative; The fifth part explore the history status 
and the value of the contemporary of the thought. 
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